
New Publication: Early Childhood Assessment: Why, What and 
How  
(Find it here: http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12446) 
Congress asked the National Research Council for guidance on how to 
identify important outcomes for children from birth to age 5 and how 
best to assess them in preschools, child care, and other early 
childhood programs. The Research Council's new report concludes that 
well-planned assessments can inform teaching and efforts to improve 
programs and can contribute to better outcomes for children, but poor 
assessments or misuse of the results can harm both children and 
programs. The report offers principles to guide the design, 
implementation, and use of assessments in early childhood settings. 
www.iom.edu/CMS/12552/45568/57328.aspx
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